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“Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that 
sent me. If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.”—St. JoHN vu: 16, 17. 
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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 340.] 
BRETHREN and sisters, I have passed through these scenes, and it was a 
serious time. And I will tell you the devil is not dead to-day, but will 
war against us and against this Church, as far as he has power, while we 
dwell in the flesh. I thank the Lord, however, that I know for myself 
that this Church will stand, and the Lord will bear it off triumphant. 
We have passed those days of affliction and sorrow; but I want to say to 
my brethren, one and all, we still have got to watch unto prayer. If 
there is any place where the devil can lead us astray he will do it. We 
are not safe until we get through with this probation. I thank God for 
one thing: I am satisfied for nyself that those days are passed and gone. 
There is no man in heaven or on earth will ever live to see such a day 
again. We are too near the end; we are too near the coming of the Son 
of Man. The Lord Almighty has called a class of men upon whose 
shoulders he has laid the responsibility of this great work. He has 
chosen the weak things of the world, and we have these responsibilities 
resting upon us. I am satisfied for myself that the servants of God whom 
He has chosen will, as a rule, be true and faithful unto death. How dark 
&@ man must be in his mind to get into such a condition as these Apostles 
were. I heard some of them bear testimony before God, angels and men 
that they had received the ministration of angels, and having that know- 
ledge, what a condition they must have been in when they apostatized! 
We want to guard ourselves with regard to these matters. We have got 
to look to the Lord to assist us in the cause in which we are engaged. [ 
hope and pray that I may live to see the perfect union of the Twelve 
Apostles with the Presidency of this Church and the union of the whole 
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Church. We have this work upon our shoulders and the Lord is watching 
over us. I will say to all the nations of the earth, you cannot turn aside 
or overthrow the designs of the Lord; they will come to pass in the earth 
exactly as they have been promised to the children of men. 

We are here upon a mission, and it is a great mission. We are blessed 
in living in this day and generation. We ought to try and make the most 
of it we can. We ought to try and improve our time, magnify our calling, 
and do our duty. I will say to the Latter-day Saints, the Lord has called 
and chosen us to stand as the leaders of the people—the Presidency, the 
Twelve Apostles and the various quorums and positions which we are in, 
and we are responsible to God for the course we pursue in these matters, 
True, we need the faith and fellowship of the Saints; we need their 
assistance; but inasmuch as we do our duty the blessings of God will be 
with us. I know for myself that the Lord has set His hand to carry out 
His great purposes and prepare the way for the coming of the Son of 
Man. We have passed through a long period of time, as men count time, 
in our history. I will here refer to one incident: When Christ and Peter, 
James and John went into the mount, Moses and Elias were manifest to 
them, and Jesus was transfigured before them. The last time the Apostles 
ever met with the Prophet Joseph Smith, there were eleven of us present, 
—nine Apostles, himself and his brother Hyrum. He likewise was trans- 
figured before us, as far as mortal man can be. The room which he was 
in was filled as with consuming fire by the power of God. His face was 
clear as amber, he was clothed with the power of God. We did not know 
he was going to leave us any more than the Apostles knew the Savior was 
going to leave them in that day. But he told us what our duties were. 
He laid before us what God required at his hands and the ordinances unto 
which he had been ordained by the power of God. He said the Lord had 
sealed upon his head every ordinance, every key and every power belonging 
to this dispensation of the fulness of times; and, he added, “I have sealed 
these things upon your heads; now you must go forth and bear off this 
kingdom or you will be damned.” That was a very strong remark to us 
I have never forgotten it from that day to this. I realize that God w s 
with him. And He has been with His people. He is with Zion to-day. 
He will continue to be. Though all the powers of darkness may war 
against us, the Lord is our Friend and He will sustain us and give us 
power to build up Zion and to carry out this work until tie coming of the 
Son of Man. Therefore, let your hearts be comforted. These Apostles, I 
am satisfied, are of one heart and mind. I know they are united with us; 
I know we are united with them. This is a great joy and consolation to 
me. We all should be united in the cause in which we are engaged. 
Inasmuch as we do this we shall come off triumphant. I have no fear 
about Zion; I never had. It is written, as with a pen upon a rock, and is 
the voice of God, that Zion shall stand. All the prophecies that the Lord 
has given as contained in the Bible, the Book of Mormon, and the Doctrine 
and Covenants will be fulfilled to the very letter. Not one jot or one 
tittle will fall unfulfilled. Zion will arise and flourish, and the glory of 
God will rest upon her. When I cast my mind over the signs of the times, 
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when [ look at the fulfilment of prophecy and observe what is taking 
place in the earth I see the hand of God manifest and the fulfilment of 
prophecy and revelation. These angels of God that have been standing 
in the temples of heaven holding sharp sickles day after day pleading 
with God to let them go forth to reap down the earth have been com- 
manded of the Lord to wait until the wheat was gathered into the garner, 
and then they might go forth and reap down the earth. If the world 
wants to know what is coming to pass, let them read the Bible, the Book 
of Mormon, and the Doctrine and Covenants; let them read these revela- 
tions of St. John. As God lives they will come to pass. Not one of them 
will fal] unfulfilled. And the hand of God is beginning to be manifest in 
the earth. Judgment is at the door; calamity awaits the nations of the 
earth; but we ourselves should be prepared to stand in holy places while 
the judgments of God are manifest in the earth. 

Now, brethren and sisters, let us be humble before the Lord; let us 
remember our prayers; let us try to do our duty; and when we do this 
the blessings of God will be with us. I felt yesterday that I wished I 
could see all the young men in Israel before Brother J. E. Talmage while 
he spoke to us for half an hour (it ought to have been two hours) on the 
evil of this tobacco business. We should let alone all these evils, and our 
children should also, that they might be prepared to go forth as holy 
vessels and servants of God to bear record of this Gospel. We are not 
yet through preaching the Gospel. We send our sons abroad, and many 
of them go before they know whether this is the Church of God or not. I 
need not stand up here and testify before this congregation that this is 
the Church of God on the earth. Thousands of you know that for your- 
selves. You have been abroad; I have been abroad; these Apostles have 
been abroad ; and we have administered the ordinances of the Gospel of 
Christ. We have laid hands upon the sick, and the sick have been healed; 
devils have been cast out, the lame have leaped, the deaf have heard, the 
dumb have spoken, in this Church in our day and generation. Can men 
go through and experience these things and not know for themselves 
whether the work is of God or not? No. Any man that has gone forth 
and administered in the ordinance of the house of God knows that these 
things are true, if he has kept the commandments of God. 

Before I sit down I want to say a word to the Elders of Israel on another 
subject. [I amcalled an old man; I guess lam. I was thinking just now, 
in speaking of the Apostles and Prophets that were with Joseph Smith 
when he made his last speech, I am the only man living that was with him 
at that time. The rest are to-day in the spirit world. How much longer 
I shall talk to this people I do not know; but I want to say this to all 
Israel: Cease troubling yourselves about who God is; who Adam is, who 
Christ is, who Jehovah is. For heaven’s sake, let these things alone. 
Why trouble yourselves about these things? God has revealed Himself, 
and when the 12I1st section of the Doctrine and Covenants is fulfilled, 
whether there be one God or many gods they will be revealed to the 
children of men, as well as all thrones and dominions, p ncipalities, and 
powers. Then why trouble yourselves about these things? God is God. 
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Christ is Christ. The Holy Ghost is the Holy Ghost. That should be 
enough for you and me to know. If we want to know any more, wait till 
we get where God isin person. I say this because we are troubled every 
little while with inquiries from Elders anxious to know who God is, who 
Christ is, and who Adam is. I say to the Elders of Israel, stop this. 
Humble yourselves before the Lord; seek for light, for truth, and for a 
knowledge of the common things of the kingdom of God. The Lord is 
the same yesterday, to-day, and forever. He changes not. The Son of 
God is the same. He is the Savior of the world. He is our advocate with 
the Father. We have had letter after letter from Elders abroad wanting 
to know concerning these things. Adam is the first man. He was placed 
in the Garden of Eden, and is our great progenitor. God the Father, God 
the Son, and God the Holy Ghost, are the same yesterday, to-day and for- 
ever. That should be sufficient for us to know. 

I pray God to bless these Apostles, and to bless us all, and to give us 
wisdom and power to magnify our calling and to do our duty before the 
Lord, that we may be prepared to give an account of our stewardship 
while dwelling in the flesh. I pray that the Lord will be merciful to us 
as a people, and give those who bear the Priesthood power to build up 
Zion and prepare the way for the coming of the Son of Man, which may 
God grant, for Christ’s sake. Amen. 


TEMPLE MANIFESTATIONS. 


THERE were many miraculous and powerful manifestations and remark- 
able healings in the St. George Temple. I will only mention the following 
cases: Brother George Jarvis was a very sick man. He had to be carried 
to the Temple and was laid on a pallet on the floor in the reception room. 
He was carried into the font, where he was baptized and confirmed for 
his health, and was healed, being able to walk home from the Temple. 
His house is a little over four blocks, or over half a mile from the Temple. 

An aged brother by the name of Yardley of Beaver, came to the Temple. 
He was very deaf, insomuch that it was difficult to make him hear or 
understand what was said to him. After being administered to, he 
received his hearing, so that he could hear the tick of the watch distinctly. 
His testimony of this event was published in the Deseret News at the time. 

Sister Ellen B. Matheny of Fillmore, who had suffered great affliction 
for seven years and was prostrated, and who could only walk when 
assisted, received her health. She was subsequently called as a worker in 
this Temple, where she remained until appointed to labor in the Manti 
Temple in 1888. She was at the time of her healing a poor, emaciated 
being, but has now grown quite fleshy. 

Among the many remarkable healings in answer to prayer is the follow- 
ing: Professor J. A. Whitelock had been employed in the Central School 
in St. George. After fulfilling his engagement, himself and wife, Amanda, 
returned to their former home in Philadelphia. While there their little 
child Pearl became violently ill and wasted away to a mere skeleton. She 
was given up to die by eminent physicians there, as well as by all the 
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friends. Brother Whitelock telegraphed us to pray for her in the St. 
George Temple, which was done, and the child was instantly healed. In 
a most remarkable manner the flesh returned upon her bones, so that in 
the morning those who saw her, beheld a healthy, hearty, lovely child. 
They wrote a lengthy letter of the particulars of this healing, which letter 
was read to the company in the Temple, and also to the congregation in 
the Tabernacle in St. George the following Sabbath. 

A great many were healed, and I do not remember any person who came 
there, during a period of eleven years I was a laborer there, who did not 
receive benefit from the administrations of the Priesthood. 

Persons have told me of seeing their dead friends, for whom they have 
officiated, manifesting themselves to them. In my own case, in May, 1877, 
when endowments were being given for my mother by Sister Harriet Y. 
Brown of Kanab, I knew my mother was there and remained all through 
the services. She went with us into the sealing room, and twice, while I 
was at the altar, I turned my head to look at her, for I felt her presence 
by me. Though I did not see her features, knew she was there, and 
knew when she left the room after the ceremony was completed. 

I kept no notes of these occurrences, but many persons in divers ways 
have known of the presence of their friends or relatives while officiating 
for them; all this shows conclusively to me how anxious many of our 
kindred are to receive the Gospel and its great blessings, and that our 
dead are notfarfromus. The hearts of the children are indeed turned to the 
fathers. Many have said to me at the close of a day’s services: “There, 
this has been the happiest day of my life.” 

Thousands of living witnesses will testify to-day of the truth of these 
ordinances, and of the manifestations of the power of God, as well as of 
the impressions made while administering for some of their kindred. 
Some would feel very anxious to acquire all the information—that every 
word should be properly given. In passing from room to room, if a mis- 
take was made, some were prompted by the monitor to correct it. A case 
in point is this: 

A certain sister was officiating for aZperson, and in passing a certain 
point, gave the wrong name. The individual being officiated for was not 
satisfied, and the sister was troubled about it. The name and circum- 
stances were before her time after time, and one day she said to me in the 
Temple, “I made a mistake the other day while officiating for a certain 
person, and she won’t let me alone. I'll have to do my work over.” I 
enquired how the mistake occurred—if she remembered the right words. 
She said she did, and the matter was soon made right. I said to her, 
“This is a testimony to you that the person you worked for was anxious 
to have her work done right as she was willing to receive it.” 

She answered, “Yes, it seems so to me.” 

Another case was that of Brother Henry W. Miller of St. George, who 
was being endowed for his son. After the work was done he dreamed he 
saw his son and talked with him about it, asking him how he liked it? 

He replied, “Very well, only I cannot get the full benefit of it.” 

When Brother Miller related this, we went to searching the records, and 
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it was found that his son had never been ordained to the Melchisedek 
Priesthood, though at the time Brother Miller supposed he was an Elder. 

The Spirit of the Lord was poured out upon those who were engaged in 
prayer, on special occasions, enveloping them, coursing through them, and 
searching even to the marrow in the bones. Notably was this the case in 
President Young’s last illness. On Tuesday, August 28, 1877, five compan- 
ies for prayer were formed in the different up-stairs rooms of the Temple. 
Prayers were offered at intervals until 4 p.m., when an adjournment was 
taken until 7 o’clock in order to allow time for refreshments. It should 
be stated that after the opening of the Temple on Tuesday morning, all 
who were present repaired to a room, and prayer was offered, and at that 
prayer, and also at the opening prayer about 9 o'clock, the Spirit prompted 
him who was mouth to dedicate, consecrate, and set President Young apart 
to the Lord, whether for life or for death. We wrestled in mighty prayer 
that day and prevailed with the Lord, for he revived, as we were advised 
by telegrams at intervals through the day, and hopes were entertained 
that full life would again return to him, nevertheless the feeling existed 
and was mentioned by several that they felt as though they were attend- 
ing a funeral. 

At 7 o’clock p.m., we again assembled and were joined by a number of 
others who had not been with us during the day. The exercises were kept 
up until after 1 a.m., Wednesday morning, when the congregation all 
gathered together in the large up-stairs room and sang “Sweet rest in 
heaven” before adjourning. 

I was at that time outside of the Temple, on duty with Brother Miles P. 
. Romney. We were resting on a quilt on the ground near the north 
entrance, and we remarked that we never heard such sweet, heavenly 
singing before. It seemed as though those in the Temple were joined by 
a host, and the music was most angelic. The voices were heavenly. 

No one doubts for a moment that Brother Brigham had finished his 
work acceptably to the Lord and that his time had fully come for him to 
go hence. We understand that the same Priesthood, with all its powers, 
is behind the vail that is here. Those on the other side, when a life of 
usefulness is accomplished here, and they want the society or help of that 
person, they can labor there as we do here, and they knowing more than 
we do, consequently prevail. Now we only see through a glass darkly, 
after awhile we shall know more about these things. 

In 1882, at the time there was so much opposition manifested in 
Washington against the people of Utah, and antagonism against Brother 
George Q. Cannon ran so high, because of his seat in Congress being 
contested, much anxiety was felt in his behalf by many of the people in 
St. George, and particularly by his brother David. The latter in express- 
ing himself to Brother John D. T. McAllister in the Temple office in St. 
George said he felt that the same feeling and spirit which caused the 
martrydom of Joseph and Hyrum was prevailing in Washington towards 
his brother, George Q. He invoked the special blessing of the Almighty 


that morning in the assembly room, as he was called to make the opening 
prayer. 
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Sister Minerva W. Snow, while bowed with the congregation, and when 
Brother David was about half through with the prayer, became lost in 
vision. A large room—like unto the halls of Congress—was presented to 
her view, filled with many men, nicely clad, and arranged at their various 
places in the body of the hall. Their eyes were upon Brother George Q., 
who stood conspicuously on a platform with his right arm raised to heaven. 
He seemed to be pleading with this Lody of men. As she looked, she saw 
that he was surrounded by a circle of personages clothed in white, who by 
their presence prevented any one from reaching him. She thus knew that 
his safety was assured, and so expressed herself that no further anxiety 
for him need be felt, for he was well protected. 

One particular case of healing I will mention which occurred in the 
Manti Temple. Brother Joseph VY. Robinson of Fillmore was afflicted 
with cancer. It had eaten away his right ear, and was in his mouth and 
on his face. He was in a very bad condition. The cancer had advanced 
so far that medical skill had entirely failed. 

He came to the Temple on September 22, 1891, and was anointed with 
Holy Oil, and was administered to by the brethren, there being seven of 
them in the room. I anointed him, and Brother Lund sealed the anoint- 
ing, rebuking the cancer. He was healed, and is now healthy and strong, 
his testimony being that he is a well man. He gives the thanks and the 
praise to the Lord for His wonderful kindness and goodness in healing him 
of that loathsome affliction. There were many miraculous healings, but we 
took no notes of these things, for the living witnesses testify of the power 
and goodness of God to His children.—M. F. Farnswortu, in Contributor. 


FACTS AND EWENTS. 


At the annual meeting of the Royal Geographical Society in London on the evening of 
May 27, Mr. Clement R. Markham, the President, stated that during the last year there 
had been exceptional activity among geographers, both in the field and in the study. In 
the arctic regions their gold-medalist, Frithiof Nansen, was still, they hoped and believed, 
pushing his daring expedition onward into the unknown; whilst their vice-president and 
gold-medalist, Mr. George Curzon, had explored the Pamirs, discovering the true source 
of the Oxus, and made a very remarkable journey through Afghanistan. Among success- 
ful African travelers Mr. Weld Blundell had returned from Cyrenica, and Mr. Jackson 
and his companions had wintered on the shore of Franz Josef Land, and were about to 
commence their exploring work. Lieutenant Peary was still engaged on his Greenland 
enterprise, and Baron Toll had made known the exceedingly valuable results of his visit 
to the new Siberia Islands. As regards Asia Mr. and Mrs. Bent had just returned from 
their interesting journey into the interior of Arabia; Dr. Sven Hedin and Mr. Littledale 
were still engaged in the difficult task of exploring the unknown parts of Tibet. The 
patron’s medal was presented to Mr. George Curzon for having, by dint of travel and re- 
search in Persia during the years 1889-90, and previously in adjacent regions, produced a 
work on the history, geography, archeology, and politics of the Shah’s dominions which 
is both comprehensive and trustworthy, characterised by exceptional literary ability, and 
useful as a book of reference; for subsequent journeys in French Indo-China, which have 
resulted in further publications of geographical as well as political and general value, and 
for a still more recent expedition in 189+, which compassed a journey to the Hindu Kush, 
the Pamirs, and the Oxus, together with a visit tothe Ameer of Afghanistan in his 
capital of Cabul. 
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THURSDAY, JUNE 6, 1895. 


THE UTAH CONSTITUTION. 


WE have several times mentioned the progress of the convention which 
was in session at Salt Lake City from the 4th of March to the 8th of May 
for the purpose of framing a state constitution, and we think a brief 
report of the results attained by that body of men may not prove 
uninteresting to the readers of the STAR. 

It is the first gathering of the kind in Utah that has met in pursuance of 
an act of Congress. There have been six constitutional conventions before 
this one,—in the years 1849, 1856, 1862, 1872, 1882, and 1887—but all of them 
took their initial step in Utah. In each of these cases the undertaking 
failed because Congress refused to accept the labors and grant the desires 
of the people of the Territory ; now it is within their own power to become 
a state by simply voting to adopt the Constitution as framed. 

The document in general is similar to like instruments of other states 
in the Union, containing perhaps 15,000 words or more. It contains 
twenty-three Articles besides the preamble. 

The Declaration of Kights affirms that all men have a right to enjoy and 
defend their lives and liberties; that all political power is inherent in the 
people; that Utah is an inseparable part of the Union; that the rights of 
conscience shall never be infringed, and that religious liberty is guaranteed 
to al]. It provides that the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, 
except in case of rebellion or invasion the public safety may require it ; 
that no one shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property without due pro- 
cess of law; that all prisoners shall be bailable except for capital offenses ; 
in capital cases the right of jury tria] sha]] remain inviolate; juries except 
in capital cases, shall consist of eight in the higher and four in the lower 
courts; courts shall be open to all; an accused may testify in his own 
behalf, but is not compelled to testify against himself; no unreasonable 
searches nor seizures shall be made; the press shall be free, and in libel 
cases the truth may be admitted in evidence; if there can be shown no 
malicious motives in publishing the facts, the person accused of libel is 
to be acquitted ; elections are to be free; and slavery is forbidden, as also 
is imprisonment for debt except in cases of absconding debtors. 

The State boundaries are identical with those of the Territory as at 
present fixed. 

Polygamous or plural marriages are forever prohibited ; a disclaimer is 
made of all rights to lands owned by any Indian tribes in the State so 
long as the title is unextinguished by the United States. The liabilities 
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of the Territory are assumed by the State; the Legislature is enjoined to 
establish and maintain a system of public schools which shall not be 
under Sectarian control. The last four provisions are irrevocable without 
the consent of the United States and the people of Utah State. The 
common schools shall be free. 

The rights of males and females are all equal, and the age for voting is 
21 years; electors are privileged from arrest on election day except for 
treason, felony, and breach of the peace, and are to be exempt from mili- 
tary duty on election day except in time of war or public danger; no 
alien is allowed to vote; no property qualification is required for voting 
except in cases of special taxes or creating indebtedness; voting is to be 
by secret ballot ; general elections are to be held on the Tuesday after the 
first Monday in November. 

The Legislature is to consist of a Senate and House of Representatives 
and is to meet biennially: Representatives must have attained the age of 
twenty-five years, and while their term lasts can not hold any important 
office of profit or trust under the general or the state government; they hold 
office for two years, and will receive not to exceed four dollars per day while 
in session. Regular sessions of the Legislature, except the first, shall not be 
longer than sixty days, and special sessions must not extend beyond thirty 
days. Laws will not take effect until sixty days after the adjournment of 
the Legislature, and al] laws must be officially published. No game of 
chance nor lottery can be authorized. No extra allowance can be made 
by the Legislature for labor performed on a contract after the same has 
been commenced, and neither the state nor any of its political divisions 
shall lend its credit to aid in private individual or corporate undertakings. 
The qualifications of Senators are the same as Representatives ; but their 
term of office will be four years, except half-of those elected at the first 
election, whose term lasts but two years. Each county is to have at least 
one Representative; Salt Lake County has ten, Utah and Weber four 
each, Cache three, and Sanpete two, making in all forty-five; the Senate is 
to have eighteen members. 

The Executive Department is to consist of a Governor, Secretary of 
State, State Auditor, State Treasurer, Attorney General, and Superinten- 
dent of Public Instruction. To be Governor or Secretary of State a person 
must be thirty years old, and the Attorney General twenty-five years of 
age. All the executive officers must have been residents of the State five 
years immediately preceding their election. The Governor has a limited 
veto power; if he shall keep a bill five days after it is presented to him 
without returning it with his objections to the house in which it origin- 
ated, it shall become a law; after being rejected by the Governor a bill 
may still be passed by two-thirds of both houses. The duties of the other 
executive officers are implied in their titles. In the absence of the 
Governor or in case of his disability to act, the Secretary of State will act 
as Governor; if both these officers are absent or disqualified temporarily 
from acting, the president pro tempore of the Senate will perform the 
duties of chief executive. The salaries of the Governor and Secretary of 
| State are fixed at two thousand dollars each per year, and those of Auditor, 
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Treasurer, Attorney General and Superintendent of Public Instruction, at 
fifteen hundred dollars each, per year. 

The Judicial power is to be vested in the Senate sitting as a Court 
of impeachment, in a Supreme Court, in District Courts, in Justices 
of the Peace, and any other officers that the Legislature may establish. 
The Supreme Courts will consist of three judges elected by the voters 
of the whole State. They must be at least thirty years old, learned in 
the law, members of the bar, and must have resided in the State five 
years next preceding their election. There are to be seven judicial dis- 
tricts in the State, in each of which shall be elected from one to three 
District Judges. These are to hold court at the county seat of each 
County at least four times a year. They will also attend to matters of 
probate in the several counties of their districts. They must be twenty 
five years old or more, shall hold office for four years and each receive three 
thousand dollars annually. Appeals may be had from the District Courts 
to the Supreme Court; the appeal must be upon the record made in the 
court below. An appeal may be made from a Justice’s Court to a District 
Court, but the decision there made on such cases is to be final except in 
cases involving the constitutionality or validity of a statute. 

A uniform system and rate of taxation will prevail in the State, and the 
rate of taxation for state purposes is never to be greater than eight-tenths 
of one per cent. Nodebt can be incurred by any county, city, or school 
district which will be greater than the taxation for the current year un- 
less the proposition to do so shall have been sanctioned by a majority of 
the voters in the locality affected. 

Amendments may be made when the Legislature by a two-thirds vote 
of each house shall propose them, publish them in a newspaper in each 
county where there is such a paper, and a majority of the qualified elec- 
tors shall vote in favor of them; or a convention may be called by a like 
majority in the Legislature to revise or amend the constitution, and if 
the work of that body shall be sanctioned by a majority of the voters in 
the State the amendments shall carry. 

The Territoral government will pass into the hands of the State govern- 
ment and every act and obligation performed by the Territory and the 
officers under it will be recognized by the State and its officers, so that not 
the least inconvenience will be felt from the change. The provisions of 
the Constitution will be in force from the day when the President of the 
United States shall issue his proclamation declaring the State of Utah 
admitted into the Union. 

We could not possibly give more than a brief synopsis of all that is 
contained in the Constitution. From what has been said the nature of it 
in general may perhaps be seen. 

Whether or not it will be accepted by the voters can not with certainty 
be foretold, but from present appearances the indications are that it will 
be favorably voted on. The delegates performed their duties conscien- 
ciously and while each one did no get everything he wanted yet there was 
not one dissenting vote reported out of the 107 delegates who met to 
frame the document. They will of course use their influence towards its 
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adoption, and Utah will no doubt forge rapidly ahead and assume the place 
in the sisterhood of States to which she has been long entitled, and for 
which she has so long struggled. B. 


ARRIVALS.—Elders Charles B. Harper of Pleasant Grove and William 
T. Griffiths of Malad City, Idaho, both for the British Mission, arrived in 
Liverpool per American Line Steamer Pennland on May 29. The same 
vessel also brought Elder Charles M. Harris and wife of Logan, Mrs. 
Florence Clawson of Salt Lake City, and Mrs. C. I. Durrans and son of 
Rexburg, Idaho. Brother and Sister Harris are on their way to Germany 
for the purpose of studying music. Sisters Clawson and Durrans will visit 
relatives and friends in England before returning. 


APpPpoINTMENTS.—Elder Charles B. Harper, has been appointed to labor 
as Traveling Elder in the London Conference. 

Elder William T. Griffiths has been appointed to labor as Traveling 
Elder in the Welsh Conference. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


42 RoLtanp Roap, Hanpsworts, 


BIRMINGHAM, May 29, 1895. 
Epritor MILLENNIAL STAR: 


After spending six months in Worcestershire gaining many interesting 
experiences, making some friends and every day finding something new 
to admire and interesting in the beauty of the Worcestershire scenery, the 
winding Severn and historic Malvern hills scarred with earth works 
marking the battle grounds of the ancient Britons and Romans, I was 
becoming imbued with a growing pride in what we had “down in our 
district,” when, at the Council meeting of our January Conference, I was 
appointed to labor in Northamptonshire, and shortly afterwards found 
myself absorbed in work with Brother J. 8. Mousley distributing tracts 
in the quiet steady-going little town of Wellingboro which has a popula- 
tion of about twenty thousand people mostly engaged in the staple trade 
of boot and shoe manufacturing. It was a few days before I got used to 
the novelty of a town of this size with no daily newspaper, no street 
railway, no noise except the steady hum of everyone attending to his 
own business—that of making shoes. 

Brother Mousley and I soon, however, became affected by the industrious 
air about us and began our distribution of tracts. The people were 
always courteous in their treatment of us, and their almost universal 
acceptance of our tracts was most encouraging; we had many good Gospel 
conversations. 

We were bothered about a meeting place, however, and had held no 
meetings in Wellingboro, but each Sunday held cottage meetings among 
Saints at one of the towns or villages in other parts of the country. 

One day several weeks ago when I was putting out tracts I came to the 
house of the Pastor of the Congregational Church and instead of the usual 
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tract “Is Belief Alone Sufficient,” I handed the servant, who answered 
my knock at the door, one of James H. Anderson’s pamphlets, “The 
Latter-day Saints” telling her to hand it to Mr. Stevens. 

Several days after, I reached a different part of the town in my work, and 
was passing from door to door with my tracts. I was studying and 
thinking as I passed along when a minister entered a gate I was approach- 
ing and turning he addressed me: “I am glad to see yuu scattering the 
good seed, my friend;” this pleasant remark uttered in a friendly and 
partially interrogative manner was the beginning of a conversation 
between us, he knowing who I was and I knowing that he was Mr. 
Stevens, although we had never met before. We stood talking by the 
gate for about ten minutes when the gentleman rather startled me with 
the question, “Would you mind speaking in my church and telling us 
about your work and your people?” My answer was to thank him and 
express my appreciation for his kind invitation, and he set the following 
Thursday evening saying: “We have a regular service every Thursday 
lasting from an hour to an hour and a half, but upon this occasion the 
time will be at your disposal and the meeting entirely in your hands. 
Come to my house at half past five, bring your friend (I had told him 
Brother Mousley would be with me) and we will take tea together before 
going to church,” and we separated. This was Friday, and Monday we 
heard that it had been announced at the close of the Sunday services that 
in place of the usual Thursday evening service, two American gentlemen 
would talk upon the Latter-day Saints, their country and their religion. 

When Thursday came we kept our’ appointment at tea time and were 
cordially received by Mr. Stevens who introduced us to his wife. Our 
talk at the tea table was of our great American nation, our own particular 
part of it, and our Mormon people. Mr. Stevens is a man of broad intelli- 
gence, a scholarly and an interesting talker on any subject; Mrs. Stevens, 
a pleasing, bright, amiable lady, and our time was pleasantly and quickly 
passed until half past seven when we went into the church, the most 
handsome building of public worship in Wellingboro, and I think the 
finest Congregational Chapel] in Northamptonshire. Considering that it 
was a week day meeting, and they are not generally very well attended, 
our audience was quite a satisfactory one. A hymn was sung and Mr. 
Stevens offered prayer in which he asked that the friends who would 
address them that evening might be inspired by the Holy Spirit and that 
in the progress of their work they might receive revelations in very deed, 
and he touchingly asked that our loved ones at home might be preserved 
from every destroying influence and that we might be protected in our 
labors and travels to return in safety and with joy to our native land. 
He introduced us in turn to his congregation asking them for their kind 
attention on our behalf. We told them briefly of the organization of the 
Church, its history, present condition, and its principles, and received close 
attention throughout. 

At the close of our remarks one gentleman had several questions to ask 
which from their nature we judged to have been inspired from some anti- 
Mormon source, but were answered by Brother Mousley to our questioner’s 
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confessed satisfaction, although we afterwards heard he had made some 
disparaging remarks as he was leaving the church. 

I had with me a number of views and photos, and Mr. Stevens at the 
close of the meeting told the people that any of them who wished to do 
so might come forward and look them over saying he was sure they would 
find them interesting, quite a number came forward, and many upon 
leaving shook us warmly by the hand. 

It was a pleasant experience and one I will long remember, while for 
Mr. Stevens I have no feelings but those of respect and gratitude. 

Ben. R. ELDREDGE. 


THE AGNOSTIC WAVE. 


How have matters come to this pass? In our boyhood the concensus of 
English opinion was given loyally to the old faith, and if there was little 
inquiry, there was less doubt. Now the entire purview has undergone a 
metamorphosis. The agnostic is abroad with the schoolmaster, and every- 
where the religious principle shows signs of fading into sheer vacuum. 
This is not an idle assertion. Agnosticism sits silent in church itself. 
Analyze the spiritual quality of those members of a congregation who 
have not yet reached the age of forty, and have also received an ordinary 
education. Arrive, if you can, at the inner mind of a London drawing- 
room. Test the average belief of a London club, of a bar, or military 
mess. Converse with a group of Balliol men, or medical or law students. 
The optimism of theology will receive a rude disillusionment, and it will 
become only too apparent that the grandchildren of staunch Christians 
lack even the belief of honest doubt. They have parted company with 
the sheet-anchor of their ancestors. Now the bulk of these people cannot 
be styled either profound students or deep thinkers. It would be wrong 
to suggest that their mental condition has been reached after conflict or 
research. They have merely succumbed under the influence of a silently 
growing opinion. Few, if indeed any, have absorbed the ideas of Professor 
Huxley or Tyndall, of Darwin or Herbert Spencer, or of S. Laing, except 
in a vague way at second-hand. Reduced to simple terms, their negative 
creed amounts to this—that morality is the summum bonum, and the 
highest moral excellence can be attained without religion: ergo, that 
religion, besides being, ex hypothesi, indemonstrable, is superfluous. These 
crude conclusions have not been generated spontaneously. They are the 
outcome of association, the results of a powerful undercurrent of thought. 
Of course, a number of concurrent causes have led up to this. Among 
them, one has possessed an impetus of its own, and probably excels all 
others in weight and force. In 1850, the Nonconformists commenced an 
agitation for admission to the Universities. Justice and expediency alike 
demanded the concession of their claim. Unfortunately, not content with 
this, they pressed further for admission to the public-schools, and, as a 
preliminary, the rule that the head and under masters of these great 
institutions should be in Holy Orders was relaxed. Practically it came 


to this, that an Honor-man whose belief was shattered might, on the score 
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of scholarship, become the instructor of our youth. Not that Holy Orders 
amounted to a universal guarantee of belief—indeed there are known 
instances to the contrary. For the most part, however, men of attain- 
ments possessed sufficient honesty and independence to refuse to teach 
what they could not accept as verifiable. Hence, the ordination-test 
provided a strong guarantee for religious education, and, above all, for 
reverence. Coincident with this change in the public-schools there arose 
a body of lay tutors in the Universities, of whom the majority may be said 
to have held their judgment in suspense. Our Nonconformist brethren 
may have gained a few scholarships and fellowships by the laicising of 
the Universities, with its corollary, the laicising of the public-schools; but 
the loss to our common Christianity far outweighs their petty advantage. 
To describe the upper stratum of society as drifting astern from the ark 
of Christ’s Church is no more than to write of a phenomenon visible in 
every direction. Time was when the Dissenting Chapels were pillars. 
Now, it would be inexact to describe them as props. The old-fashioned 
minister, with his fervid faith and puritan simplicity, is fast becoming an 
anachronism. To checkmate, to uproot, to trample under foot the detested 
Church has got to be the ultima ratio of too many ardent Nonconformists, 
and to effect this any means seems justifiable. In his last hours the late 
estimable Mr. Spurgeon began to realize this, and tardily to appreciate 
the definite Church standards, if not the historic continuity of the Church. 
{s it too much to affirm, that creedlessness leads inevitably to the abject 
materialism of Professor Huxley? 

The last and most fatal error of all concerns primary education. It 
was found that the School Board system gave an enormous impetus to 
Nonconformity in London and elsewhere, hence the whole energy of 
Nonconformists has been directed toward the suppression of voluntary 
schools. What is the result? In some Board schools the Bible tabooed ; 
in others, the Holy Volume read, minus comment; in others, with what is 
termed undenominational teaching. Education, by a startling paradox, 
is being slowly divorced from religion, and this at the instance of the 
teachers and preachers of Christianity! The faith of the Board School 
teachers of London is, most assuredly, one of pure negation as regards 
very many, if not most, instances; and thus the religious syllabus of the 
Board has to be taught by agnostics! No wonder that books like those 
of Mr. S. Laing, sledge-hammer articles such as those wherewith Professor 
Huxley assailed Mr. Gladstone, tell. At such a crisis, the Church and 
Nonconformity ought to be found shoulder to shoulder in defence of the 
faith once delivered to the saints. Instead, the Church encounters 
Nonconformity with satirical reserve, perhaps with a muttered, aud ill- 
natured, whisper of schism, while Nonconformity cherishes but one ambi- 
tion, the wreckage of the mother from whom it sprung. In the interim, 
the enemy is coming in like a flood, and a rushing tide of disbelief 
promises to sweep away the adherents alike of Church and Chapel. A 
house divided against itself must fall; and, as Disraeli prophesied, the 
Church’s residuary legatee will be Rome; her chief beneficiaire, agnosticism. 
Well may we sinners exclaim with our Divine Master: “And what will ye 
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do in the end thereof?”—Rev. Compron Reanpg, in Religious Review of 
Reviews. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
A summer school for teachers will this year be held at Manti under the direction of 
Dr. J. M. Tanner. 


Prince Francis Joseph of Battenberg was a visitor to Salt Sake City on May 13,. He 
remained over until the next day viewing the sights. 


The new organ has been placed in the Utah Stake Tabernacle, and a concert was 
given in the building for the purpose of testing the instrument on May 15. Except for 
very heavy choruses in was pronounced entirely satisfactory. 


Destruction was threatening the lucerne fields of Deweyville, Box Elder Co., by reason 
of the ravages of a host of cut worms which were laying waste the plant. The worms 
suddenly died, presumably from the heat, and the people are accordingly rejoicing. 

A very successful natural gas display was commenced by the American Natural Gas 
Company on the 16th of May. It continued from that day to the end of the week, and 
was so satisfactory that a determination was made to sink several additional wells. 

A young Japanese student of the Brigham Young College in Logan, recently delivered 
a lecture in that city on *‘Japan and her people.” The lecturer being a native of that 
country, and Japan being at present a popular subject, the effort is said to have been 
very successful, both instructing and entertaining the audience. 


A woman’s convention assembled in Salt Lake City beginning May 13, and continuing 
for two days, at which there were present prominent ladies from several states. Among 
these were Susan B, Anthony and Rev. Anna H. Shaw, both of whom were invited to 
speak in the Tabernacle on Sunday May 12. The all-absorbing topic was woman 
suffrage. 

The time for which Zion’s Co-operative Mercantile Institution was incorporated— 
twenty-five years—will expire next October. Steps are being taken to reincorporate, and 
from the responses received from numerous stockholders in regard to this there is no 
doubt that it will be done. Since the opening of the institution it has paid in dividends 
$1,990,943.55 or a yearly average of 94 per cent, besides adding to the original capital 
stock the sum of $414,944.77. 

A silver congress composed of delegates from California, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, 
Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Washington, Wyoming, and Utah, met at Salt Lake 
City on May 15, and discussed the best methods of advancing the cause of free coinage of 
silver. The meetings were continued for several days. While in that city the delegates 
were entertained with organ recitals and choruses in the Tabernacle by the Salt Lake 
musicians. They visited the lake and other places of interest, and expressed them- 
selves as highly delighted with the hospitality and many attractions which are found in 
‘the City of the Saints.” 

The Rio Grande Western Railroad Company has issued and is distributing by thou- 
sands a neat and intensely interesting little pocket pamphlet containing innumerable 
reasons ‘‘why visitors to the National Educational meeting to be held at Denver, July 
5th to 12th, should extend their trip to Utah, the Promised Land.’ The chief reasons 
advanced are:** First—The trip from Denver to Utah is the grandest to be found any- 
where on this continent. No European trip of equal length compares with it in variety 
and grandeur of scenery and wealth of novel interest; second—-You should go because 
when you have made this wonderful trip you will tind Utah at the end of it. Utah, the 
coming State, one of the world’s most famous spots, and a land of gold, silver, copper, 
iron, and coal, of lofty mountains and fertile valleys, of vineyards, fruits, and flowers,” 
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